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OPENERS
A Time to Build . .. A Time to Celebrate Fontbonne

s

"To everything there is a season ..
a time to break down, and a time to
build up."

I

seating capacity of 1,500, training
rooms, a fitness center, aerobic
dance studios, the College's athletic
department and intramural sports
offices as well as a new student
union. Fontbonne College, a
member of the National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA), had
been playing their athletic contests
at Concordia Seminary.

S

tanding in the arcades to avoid
the rain and wind, 'over 150 faculty,
staff, students and friends of
Fontbonne celebrated the beginning
of construction of the Student
Activity Center. The ceremony was
held on Jan. 22 on the steps near
the entrance to the old gym.
The event's theme - "A Time
to Build" - was taken from
Ecclesiastes 3. Speakers and their
related topics included: Meneve
Dunham, Ph.D., president of
Fontbonne, A Time to Build; VanLear Black III, chairperson of the
board of trustees, A Time to Keep;
Janie von Wolfseck, faculty representative, A Time to Speak; Darrell
Haynes, student representative, A
Time to Dance; Benjamin Uchitelle,
mayor of Clayton, A Time to Gather
Together; Marie Damien Adams,
CSJ, member of the province team,
A Time to Embrace; and blessing the
project was Rev. Jack c. Fleming,
pastor of Holy Family Parish, A
Time to Love.
Soil from Carondelet was combined
with the earth at the construction
site. Medals of St. Joseph were
buried to protect the workers with
the shovel that was used in the
groundbreakings of all buildings
on campus.
A light lunch followed in the
Arnold Memorial Center.
One participant at the ceremony,
Fontbonne 4

Rev . Jack Fleming pours holy water
onto the site of the groundbreaking.
Mary Grace Heiner, CS], has seen
history in the making at Fontbonne
several times over the years. As she
witnessed the ceremony, she recalled the day when she sang in the
choir as a sophomore at the
dedication of buildings at the new
Fontbonne Clayton campus in
1925. "It was a very solemn
occasion," Heiner recalls. "We were
all dressed in caps and gowns." In
1928 Heiner graduated with a
degree in chemistry and joined the
Sisters of St. Joseph. She earned a
master's degree from Saint Louis
University and a doctorate from
University of Missouri - Columbia.
Heiner taught chemistry at
Fontbonne from 1963 to 1972.
The new Student Activity Center
will replace an undersized gymnasium and a 68-year-old snack bar
with a creative combination of
renovation and new construction.
The approximately 38,000-squarefoot building will house a gym with

The architectural firm of Hastings
and Chivetta designed the new
building and the general contractor
is Wachter Construction.
Construction is estimated to take
from nine to 12 months.
Funds for the project will be
provided by Fontbonne's second
capital campaign - THE CAMPAIGN FOR FONTBONNE,
Building From Strength - which
began the fall of 1991. The J.E.
and L.E. Mabee Foundation has
awarded Fontbonne a half-million
dollar challenge grant toward the
building, which has been estimated
at $3 million.

Marie Damien Adams, CSJ,
mixes soil from Carondelet with
Fontbonne earth.
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Student Activity Center Construction Update
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Demolition of the Caf and back
portion of the gym began before the
close of 1991. Student Activity
Center construction, which is
currently on target, is expected to
be finished by the middle to end
of October.
The project's next steps include
preparing the ground, installing
footings, roughing in the utilities
and adding steel framing, followed
by the brickwork. The final phase
of the outside construction will
be the roofs. Completion is
anticipated by May.

Demolition of the former gym and
Car ·

"The most 'active' construction
work schedule will be between May
and August," says Mel Patton, vice
president of business and finance .
"This is when the campus will be
inundated with workers doing the
inside construction.

"It works out well, though,"
he adds, "since students
will be out of school and
this won't interfere with
parking."
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OPENERS
Fontbonne Keeps Tuition Increase One of Lowest in Area

F

ontbonne College will keep its
tuition charges well below the
increases of most private and public
institutions of higher education for
the 1992-93 academic year.
Fontbonne's board of trustees has
approved tuition increases of threeand-one-half percent for full-time
students and five-and-one-half
percent for graduate and part-time
students. A six percent increase for
room and board is planned.
Fontbonne's full-time tuition will be
$7 ,650 and ro~m and board rates
will average $3,579 for the academic
year.
For the past four years Fontbonne
has made a concerted effort to keep
tuition affordable with increases
well below the national average.

Fontbonne's growing student
enrollment is evidence of the
College's solid educational value.
Enrollment has increased steadily in
recent years with 1991 showing the
highest number of students (1,242)
in Fontbonne's history. This is a
substantial 8.4 percent increase over
the preceding year and represents a
15 percent increase in freshmen
studen~s . Applications for the
fall of 1992 are up by 20 percent
compared to this time last year.
"Measured against other institutions locally and nationally, these
increases are modest and reflect
our ongoing effort to keeping a
Fontbonne education within reach
of most students and families," says
Meneve Dunham, Ph.D., president
of Fontbonne College. "Fontbonne

will maintain a commitment to
scholarships and need-based
financial aid programs," she
continues.
Fontbonne's activity fee will
increase slightly from $40 to $50.
This increase will help support new
programming in a Student
Activity Center which is scheduled
for completion in December 1992.
In 1990, Fontbonne was named one
of the best educational values in
American higher education by two
national publications, Money
Magazine and Barron's. Both
recognized Fontbonne for
excellence in private higher
education and for a record of
lower than average tuition
increases.
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Brentmoor Concert Took Audience Back to Medieval Days
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Ayres, glees and madrigals filled
the air and took the audience back
to medieval days at this year's
Brentmoor concert held in February
at the home of Dr. and Mrs.
Anthony Berni.
The Oriana Madrigal Singers
featuring Rodney Stucky, Linda
Blumenthal, Joanne Cruickshank
and Williard Cobb provided the
private concert. Special guest artists
included Jason Sommer,
Fontbonne's poet-in-residence, who
read Elizabethan poetry and Geste
dell 'Arte, comedic street skit
performers, featuring Sommer,
Stephanie Rhein, instructor in
Fontbonne 6

Fontbonne's communication
disorders department, and Bill
Guthrie. The group was directed by
Carlyn Cahill of Fontbonne's

theatre program.
A buffet supper followed the artists'
reception.
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Rodney Stucky, Linda Blumenthal, Joanne Cruickshank and Williard
Cobb, The Oriana Madrigal Singers, perform at the Brentmoor concert.
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Mabee Challenge Grant Reaches
Half.-Way Point
:0

Van-Lear Black III, chairperson of the board of trustees, announced on
Feb. 10 that the College has passed the half-way point in its pursuit of a $1
million challenge.
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The J. E. and L.E. Mabee Foundation of Tulsa, Okla. has pledged $500,000
toward construction of Fontbonne's new Student Activity Center. The
grant is conditioned upon the College raising $1 million in new gifts and
pledges for the project by July 1992. Total cost of the Center is expected to
be $3 million.
The building program accounts for half of the goal of the $6 million capital
campaign launched last spring. Black said that approximately $700,000 had
been committed to meet the Mabee challenge as of the end of,February.
Alan Adams, vice president for institutional advancement, says that raising
the remaining $300,000 will be difficult at best, particularly in light of
general concern about the sluggish economy. Adams and President Meneve
Dunham are confident the goal will be reached. If they succeed, the overall
CAMPAIGN FOR FONTBONNE should surpass $3 million by this
summer.
"The energy and incentive provided by the Mabee Foundation is just what
we needed to get this campaign off to an explosive start. The difficult part
is to keep momentum building, but that's why they call it a challenge grant.
If it came too easily we might not appreciate it as much," says Adams.

Heritage Club
Luncheon
to be Held in April

T

he third annual Heritage Club
luncheon will be held Thursday,
April 23 at the Daniele Hilton
Hotel in Clayton.
The annual event recognizes
endowed scholarship recipients
and thanks Heritage Club
members for their endowment
support. Scholar recipients and
donors of respective scholarships
are given the opportunity to meet
at the event.
Members of the Heritage Club
are those persons, foundations
and corporations that have
contributed to Fontbonne's
endowment through the
establishment of scholarships or
other various planned giving
options.

St. Louis American Awards Matching Scholarship Grant
rtists'

A

d

minority student majoring
in English with an emphasis in
broadcast, creative or media writing
will benefit fro,m a $1,000
scholarship given in the spring.
Donald Suggs, publisher of the St.
Louis American, has generously
committed to matching a grant
already allocated by the CBS
Foundation.

The award and recipient will be
formally announced at the Honors
Convocation on May 4.

"Fontbonne has long been a
wonderful institution for African/

The CBS/St. Louis American
English Scholarship is just one of

American students and I wanted
to recognize that through a
scholarship," says Suggs. "I've
always admired and respected the
College and the way it is fair and
inclusive in student body."

the six established scholarships at
Fontbonne College for minority
students. These include the
Southwestern Bell Scholarship,
Pulitzer Publishing Company
Scholarship, General Dynamics
Scholarship, Vatterot Minority
Grant and the Carondelet
Scholarship Fund.

eft.
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OPENERS
President Associates Initiate New Members at Dinner
Nearly 100 members of the
President's Association turned out
to see several new donors initiated
into the Association and Societies
at the annual dinner at Warson
Woods Country Club in
December.
John Anderson received a unicorn

statue as a new associate.
Anderson, a California resident,
was unable to attend the dinner.
Cumulative Giving Recognition
Societies honored several new
members. The Southwestern Bell
Foundation was initiated into the
Medaille Society. The O'Hara
Society received several new

members with the addition of Mr.
and Mrs. William V. Hollenbeck,
Rev. Msgr. Robert L. McCarthy and
Mr. and Mrs. Hy Waltuch. New
members in the Vachon Society
included Alice Beffa Erdelen,
Helen J. Guyol, Mr. and Mrs.
William B. Guyol, Mr. and Mrs.
Peter A. Puleo and Dr. and Mrs.
Carl Schack.
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Mr. and Mrs. William V. Hollenbeck

Mr. and Mrs. H y Waltuch receive their award from President
Meneve Dunham.
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Rev. Msgr. Robert L. McCarthy is presented his medallion by President
Dunham .
Fontbonne 8

] oan Berkman accepts a medallion
on behalf of the Southwestern Bell
Foundation.
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Alum Remembers
Fontbonne

"I

feel
very lucky I
had the
education I
did at
Fontbonne,"
says Nancy
Clare
Thro Murphy
Thro '55. "A catholic education
has always been important to me at
all levels and this is my way of
giving something back." Thro is the
first alum to remember Fontbonne
with a charitable remainder trust.
"I knew in grade school I wanted a
career in dietetics. I was told that
Fontbonne was the best place to
study," she says. After graduation,
Thro worked at Missouri Baptist
Hospital until the birth of her
daughter.

Charitable Remainder Trusts
Giving The Easy Way

1

By: Robert W . Butler

s it possible to have your cake
and eat it too? Conventional
wisdom says "no," but one financial
strategy may produce a resounding
"yes!"
Suppose for a moment, that you
have common stock that has
appreciated substantially in value
and pays a small dividend. You
would like to sell the stock and
reinvest the proceeds in something
with greater return, but the presence
of capital gains taxes makes the sale
very unappealing. A savvy investor
might consider setting up a
"charitable remainder trust."

Thro works closely with fund raising
and on the endowment drive at
Visitation High School. "I know
Visitation's priorities and what is
needed from my work, and know
that Fontbonne has the same."

A charitable remainder trust is an
irrevocable trust which can accept
your highly appreciated stock as a
gift. You, the donor, receive an
immediate tax deduction, and the
charitable remainder trust can sell
your stock without paying any
capital gains. Once sold, the
proceeds from the stock sale can
be reinvested in virtually any
high-yield asset.

"My mother left me a trust when
she died," she says. "My son-in-law,
a financial planner, suggested I set
up a charitable remainder trust to
eliminate capital gains, have a tax
write off and receive interest."
With the interest, Thro is paying on
a life insurance policy payable to her
daughter. "I'm surprised more alums
don't begin remainder trusts because
there are benefits to both the giver
and the recipient," she says.

When the stock is given to the
charitable remainder trust, the
donor retains a right for a lifetime
income. A lifetime income for a
spouse can be arranged as well. This
income will be far higher than the
income that would have been
available if an outright sale of the
stock had occurred, capital gains
taxes can increase a lifetime income
by 50 percent or more over the
strategy of selling the stock and

paying the capital gains tax.
Upon the death of the donor, or
both donor and spouse, the assets in
the trust automatically go to a
charity of the donor's choice. The
donor can retain the lifetime power
to change the charitable beneficiary
at any time.
The most common objection to
these trusts is that there will be no
assets to leave heirs if the charity is
the ultimate beneficiary. There is a
strategy which may not only eliminate this problem but tum it into an
advantage. In conjunction with
charitable trust, the donor may also
set up a life insurance trust and
purchase a policy. When the policy
is held within the life insurance
trust, the proceeds go to heirs, free of
both income and estate taxes.
In most cases, the donor is a winner
on all counts. Income is higher than
it would otherwise be, even after
paying a life insurance premium.
Furthermore, the donor's heirs will
end up with a larger bequest as a
result of the life insurance trust. The
donor has also made a substantial
contribution to a charity and the
community in the process.
Alan Adams, Fontbonne's Vice
President for Institutional
Advancement, welcomes an
opportunity to discuss this with you.
Robert W. Butler is associate professor of
business and administration at Fontbonne.
He is also a partner in the firm of Roman ,
Butler, Fullerton -- a registered investment
advisory company based in St. Louis .
Fontbonne 9

OPENERS
Accreditation Granted to Two Distinctive Departments

C

K
G
OOd news from the departments of communication disorders
and human environmental sciences.
Both programs have recently been
granted accred itation which means
great things for the students as well
as the College itself.
The department of communication
disorders has been granted
accreditation by the American
Speech - Language - Hearing
Associations' Educational Standards
Board (ESB) for a fiv e-year period.
In order to be granted accreditation,
the department was evaluated in
seven areas - program self analysis,
administration, curriculum, clinical
practicum, faculty, institutional
policy and fac ilities. A demanding,
extensive application process was
also part of the rev iew.
An ESB accredited institution offers

the graduate assurance that the
academic and clinical experience
obtained meets nationally
established standards. It also
ensures top-rate training. By the
end of 1992 , the department expects
to have three Ph.D.s on faculty.
One of those is Janie von W olfseck,
chairperson of the department since
1985, who says, "In the St. Louis
area, students have three communication disorders programs to choose
from - Saint Louis University,
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville and Fontbonne. This
will help attract students for whom
accreditation was an important
issue." Fontbonne offers a master's
of science degree in communication
disorders.
The dietetics program has been
granted continued approval for a
period of 10 years by the Council
on Education Division of Education

Accreditation/Approval of the
American Dietetic Association.
"The St. Louis area is fortunate to
have this outstanding program
available through Fontbonne," says
Janet C rites, chairperson of the
department of human
environmental sciences.
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In existence since Fontbonne
opened in 1925, the program is the
only undergraduate dietetics
program in the St. Louis area.
Graduates from the general
dietetics program are working in
health care areas as clinical
administrative dietitians; in
community service as outpatient
and the U .S.D.A.'s W omen ,
Infants and Children Program
(W.I.c. ) dietitians; in business and
industry as nutritional sales
representatives and consumer affairs
dietitians; and i ~duca tio n.

Dietetic Students Create Recipes for National Distribution
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D ietetic students were recently
recognized by Rich Knowlton, Food
Bank community resource representative, and Jane H adley, executive
director of Food Outreach, Inc., for
their efforts in recipe development
projects.
For the St. Louis Area Food Bank,
students, directed by Jacqui Bostic,
instructor of human environmental
sciences, were challenged to
develop simple, nutritional recipes
using ingredients that are commonly
donated. A substantial amount of
donated food is lacking in
Fontbonne 10

nutritional value, and unfortunately, some of the more nutritious
foods are not well distributed or
utilized because recipients lack the
knowledge of how to prepare and
store them. Students were required
to create recipes utilizing such
ingredients as rice, pasta, beans,
potatoes, squash, cheese and yogurt.

source of nutrients for people with
compromised nutritional status and/
or increased nutritional needs, such
as people living with AIDS. The
challenge was to come up with a
variety of recipes to enhance the
palatability of the supplement in
addition to giving the consumer an
assortment of taste options.

In the project for Food Outreach,
Inc., students were asked to devise
recipes using the nutritional supplements Ensure, Ensure Plus and
Enrich. These canned, milk-based
products provide a concentrated

The recipes will be distributed
nationally and possibly in Canada.
Fontbonne students have participated in similar proj ects in the past,
but the Food Outreach program is
the first of its kind for the C ollege.
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Concert Series Featured Nationally
Known Choir in Fall
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ontbonne Concert Series
presented the St. Peter's A.M.E.
Inspirational Choir in November at
Fontbonne College. The music
department offers Fontbonne
Concert Series several times
throughout the academic year
featuring artists from all over the
world.

Donald Gill '88, a Fontbonne
alumnus who earned a bachelor of
music in music education with a
strong emphasis in piano performance, has conducted the choir
since 1990. A native of East St.
Louis, Ill., he began studying piano
at the age of five. Gill is a member
of the Bach Society, the Missouri
Music Educator's Association and
the Music Education National
Conference. He is currently employed by the St. Louis Public
School System as a vocal music
specialist. In addition to his work in
the field of choral music, he performs professionally as pianist/
accompanist in a wide variety of

instrumental and vocal settings.
The choir, formed in 1984 under
the direction of Rev. Norman D.
Copeland, began performing out-oftown concerts in 1986. They have
traveled to Omaha, Neb., Kansas
City, Mo., and Atlanta, Ga., along
with several locations on the East
coast. The choir's most thrilling
performance was at Powell
Symphony Hall for the Gospel
Explosion II in 1988.
Masters of ceremony for the
Fontbonne Concert Series were Earl
Straugther, Jr., and Rev. Cleophus
Robinson, Jr., WESL-AM radio
pastor.
Fontbonne's music department
offers choral concerts, noontime
recitals, a Music Festival and the
Rosebud Ragtime Festival
throughout the academic year. For
more information on upcoming
events, contact the department
at 889-1425.

College Committee on Honors Selects
Founders' Day Award Recipients
T
he College Committee on
Founders' Day Awards consists of
the following: trustee - Vincent
Shaw; faculty - Bruce Halliday;
staff - Ann Spiller; alumnae Jeanne Leritz Callahan, Barbara
Gutting Hollenbeck, Judith
Willard and Margaret West;
director of alumni relations -

Hogan Elected to
Board of Trustees
T homas B. Hogan J r. was
elected to Fontbonne's board of
trustees at the Feb. 13 board meeting, according to Van-Lear Black
Ill, chairperson of the board.
Currently Hogan is an office
managing partner at Deloitte &
Touche in St. Louis. Prior to that,
he held the same position in Pittsburgh, Pa., and Rochester, N.Y. ,
where he received his bachelor's of
science in accounting from St. John
Fisher College in 1967.
Professionally, he has served on
committees and boards at St. John
Fisher College, the Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce and
the N ational Association of
Accountants. He is a member of
the American Institute of Certified
Public Accountants, New York
Society of Certified Public Accountants and the Pennsylvania Society
of Certified Public Accountants.
He was also president and board
member of the Catholic Family
Center in Rochester.

Betty Davidson; director of
college relations and committee
chairperson - Stephanie Stueber,
CSJ.
The seventh Founders' Day
Dinner will be held on Thursday,
Oct. 15 at the University
Club.

Hogan
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OPENERS
Elective Course Provides Students with Opportunity to
Volunteer in Community

F

ontbonne's Statement of Scope
and Mission maintains, "Fontbonne
College is committed to serving the
larger community of which it is a
part because it believes that the
development of social responsibility
is an integral part of its education
mission." But with today's busy
schedules - classes, jobs, family,
friends - who has time to volunteer to help others? Now
Fontbonne offers a new course
which allows students to receive
academic credit for community
service.
"Working at the Housing Resource
Center has really opened my eyes,"
says sophomore Beth Orr, a human
services/psychology major. "I had
no idea how the homeless and lowincome people live - with no heat
and in condemned places," says the
Moberly, Mo., resident. "I was
sheltered from this all my life."
The elective course provides an
opportunity for students to get some
community service experience.
Currently 13 students are enrolled
in the class, which was offered for
the first time this spring.
Students receive one credit for 30
hours of volunteer work, four onehour class meetings, relevant
written work in the form of a
journal in addition to an integration
paper. Students call Catholic
Charities to get names of agencies
in which to volunteer and then
choose the one best suited for them.
Fontbonne 12

] ohn Locassio, a junior, poses with children on a slide at Midtown Catholic
Charities during recess.
Orr works on "Program Welcome
Home" through the Housing
Resource Center. She helps case
workers locate housing for the
homeless and low-income people.
She then calls organizations to find
food, clothing and furniture for the
new residents.
In a follow-up, Orr works with the
new tenants to remedy any of their
problems or concerns. She then acts
as an intermediary with the landlord, trying to solve their problems.
"It is wonderful to see young people
giving of their time and doing
things they never thought they
would do," says Jo Schnellman,
Ph.D., one of the co-instructors of
the course. "I am very impressed
with the level of commitment from
our students."
Ruth Yates, CSJ, director of campus

ministry, also instructs the course.
"Service is a significant part of
Fontbonne's mission but it has
become increasingly difficult for
students to engage in service
because of their hectic schedules
and responsibilities," she says. "This
seemed a creative way to fulfill
Fontbonne's mission of education
and service."
John Locassio, a junior majoring in
business management, decided to
take the course because he enjoyed
working with children last summer
at a Christian Family Camp. "It is
very challenging working at Midtown Catholic Charities as a youth
leader," he says. Locassio works
with 5 to 6 and 9 to 10-year-old
children in a latchkey program
(some of whom were abused).
"I plan to take this course again,"
says Locassio. "It is a wonderful
educational opportunity."
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OPENERS
Jewish Hospital President Lerner to Speak at Spring Business
Forum in April
Wayne M. Lerner, D.P.H.,
president of The Jewish Hospital of
St. Louis, will speak on "Health
Care Reform: An Oxymoron
Whose Time Has Come" at the
Spring Business Forum on April 8 at
8:15 a.m. Continental breakfast
will be served beginning at 7:30
a.m.
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Lerner received his doctor of public
health (health policy) and master of
hospital administration degrees from
the University of Michigan - Ann
Arbor and holds a bachelor of
science degree from the University
of Illinois at Urbana - Champaign.

A member of the Jewish Hospital
board of directors, executive
committee, management advisory
committee and various board
committees, Lerner assumed his
position in January 1991.
Before joining Jewish Hospital,
Lerner was vice president of
administrative affairs and
associate professor and chairman,
department of health systems
management at Rush-Presbyterian
St. Luke's Medical Center in
Chicago, Ill. He has held various
administrative and academic
positions with Rush-Presbyterian
since the summer of 1972 when he
began as an administrative extern.
In May 1986 Lerner was elected
one of the AHA Health Care
Leaders for the 21st Century and
also received, in June 1980, the
Rush University College of Health
Sciences Outstanding Faculty
Award. The Wayne M. Lerner
Excellence in Leadership Award was
established in 1990 at RushPresbyterian. This award is
presented annually to members of
management who exemplify
leadership qualities. A

Lerner
Fellow of the American College of
Healthcare Executives (ACHE),
Lerner is also active in the Association of University Programs in
Health Administration (AUPHA)
and the Missouri Hospital Association (MHA).

The Fall 1992 Business Forum has
been set for Thursday, Nov. 12.
Tripp Frohlichstein, president of
MediaMasters, will convene a panel
of media representatives to discuss
the relationship between the
business community and the media.
A continental breakfast will be
served prior to the forum.
Business Forums are provided
without charge as a community
service of Fontbonne College. They
are made possible, in part, by grants
from Enterprise Leasing, Inc. and
from Mark Twain Bank.

Science Academy Seeks Volunteers

F

ontbonne's Science Academy is
seeking math and science alums to
speak about how they've used their
academic backgrounds in their
fields.
Established in July, 1991, the
Academy's goal is to increase the
number of science majors in higher
education and the number of
science literate employees in
business and industry. Over the
next four years, the Academy is
mandated to develop programs that

enhance positive attitudes toward
doing science and to develop
specific skills necessary for college
level science courses.
The program is two-phased: Phase I
is a four-week summer science camp
with emphasis on environmental
science. Phase II is career
exploration and mentoring.
For more information, call J eanene
Yackey, CS], director of the
Science Academy, at 889-1445.
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OPENERS
Second Fontbonne/Coca .. Cola Classic
Basketball Tournament Featured Eight
Metro Teams

T

he second annual Fontbonne College/Coca-Cola Classic Basketball
Tournament was held Jan. 22 through 25 and featured eight metro-area
high school basketball teams at Hazelwood West High School.

The teams, in order of their seeding, were: DeSmet High School, Saint
Louis University High School, Hazelwood West High School, Webster
High School, McCluer North High School, Roosevelt High School,
Lutheran North High School and Lindbergh High School. Four of the
teams were ranked in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch coaches poll: DeSmet
Spartans, Roosevelt Roughriders, Saint Louis University High Junior Bills
and Lutheran North Crusaders.
DeSmet, who finished as the tournament runner-up in '91 and was the pretourney favorite, beat SLUH in the championship game 60 - 44. Third
place went to Lutheran North, with fourth going to Roosevelt. McCluer
North, Webster Groves, Hazelwood West and Lindbergh finished fifth
through eighth, respectively. The coveted trophy for best sportsmanship
was awarded to Hazelwood West.
The All-Tournament Team included Alex Kohnen - Most Valuable Player
(DeSmet), Ronald Pearson (Lutheran North), Kevin Folkl (SLUH), Steve
Duncan (Roosevelt) and Matt Roder (DeSmet).
"We are already looking forward to next year's tournament which will be
played in Fontbonne's new gymnaSium," says Sonny Lucas of Coca-Cola.

Red Schoendienst/
Fontbonne All .. Star
Golf Tournament
Tees Off in July
R
ed Schoendienst invites
you to the fourth annual Red
Schoendienst/Fontbonne College
All-Star Golf Tournament at
Whitmoor Country Club, July 14.
Last year's tournament raised over
$36,000 for Fontbonne.
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Entry fee is $275 per golfer or
$1,000 per registered foursome.
This includes greens fees, electric
golf cart, unlimited driving range,
one mulligan, brunch, beverages,
awards banquet, cocktails, dinner
and prizes. An auction will follow
the awards banquet.
Last year Schoendienst's friends former Cardinal manager Whitey
Herzog, former Cardinal player
Mike Shannon and TV personality
Tim Van Galder - were just a few
participating in the tournament.
Corporate hole sponsors are also
available for $300. All hole
sponsors will be acknowledged
prominently on the tee or green
they sponsor. Their names will also
be published in the program
booklet. Proceeds from the event
will benefit the Mabee Challenge
Grant to be used toward the
construction of the Student
Activity Center.

The DeSmet Spartans celebrate their victory after the tournament.

I

Contact Alan Adams at 889-1412
for more information or to
register.
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Post . . Dispatch's William Woo to Speak at Commencement
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William F. Woo, editor of the
St. Louis Post~Dispatch, will be the
honored speaker at Fonbonne's
commencement ceremonies on May
16. He will receive a doctor of
humane letters, honoris causa,
degree from Fontbonne.
Six years ago Woo, 55, was selected
to succeed Joseph Pulitzer, Jr. as
editor. In his nearly 28 years at
the Post, Woo has worked as an
editorial writer, columnist, feature
writer, special projects writer and
foreign correspondent as well as
editor of the editorial page for 13
years. Before joining the Post, he
spent five years as a general assign~

arts degree with honors in English
literature from the UniverSity of
Kansas - Lawrence. At Harvard
University he was a Nieman Fellow.

telephone clerk in 1955.

In 1990 he received the Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Asian
American Journalists Association
and he was recently recognized by
the University of MissouriColumbia School of Journalism
with the Missouri Honor Medal for
lifetime commitment to the field of
journalism.

Born in Shanghai, China, Woo
attended public schools in Kansas
City and received his bachelor of

Commencement ceremonies will
begin at 1:30 p.m. on the Library
Quadrangle of the College campus.

Woo
ment reporter for the Kansas City
Star, where he began his career as a
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Senior Student Recognized by USA Today
Christine Schuba, a senior
majoring in education/special
education, was recently selected to
the All~USA College Academic
Second Team. A panel of judges
chose 20 students each to the first,
second and third teams from 1,253
students across the country.
Students were selected for their
outstanding blend of scholarship,
initiative, leadership and creativity.
Schuba, of Labadie, Mo., was
nominated by Rita Marie Schmitz,
CSJ, chairperson of the department
of education/special education.
Ruth Yates, CSJ, director of campus
ministry, and Jean Madsen, assistant
professor of education, wrote letters
of recommendation.
Schuba's winning essay told about
her work with the poor in Okolona,

Miss., where she spends her spring
breaks, along with a handful of
Fontbonne students. "I've
participated in the program since it
started three years ago," she says of
the project that is organized and
guided by Yates. "The racism
was the biggest eye opener to
all of us, even more so than the
poverty," says Schuba.

Schuba
"It's such a wonderful experience
that I believe will help me
become a better teacher," she
continues. "I've realized that a
child's environment affects his or
her education. By understanding a
child's unique situation, I'll have a
better knowledge of the child and
how I can help."
Schuba, who will graduate in

December of 1992, plans to teach
kindergarten through third grade.
She has some background in
learning disabilities and behavior
disorders.
She received a plaque as well as a
copy of the Jan. 31 edition of USA
T oelay, in which her name
appeared .
Fontbonne 15
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Having Lunch with Roy Blount, Jr. ~~ Before the Fish Eat Him

5

]
Nationally known humorist
Roy Blount, Jr., author of Camels are
Easy, Comedy's Hard; First Hubby;
and Now Where Were We? came to
the Fontbonne campus in December
as a presentation of the Writer's
Reading Series in association with
The Writer's Voice of the West
County YMCA.
Blount's light-hearted talk was
enjoyed by all as he left the floor
open for questions and comments.
"If you could be any vegetable what
would it be?" "Why do you think
some of the great American writers
are alcoholics?" and "Do you have
to try to be humorous?" were just
some of the questions thrown out by
the audience.

75 he was a staff writer for Sports
Illustrated and has been freelancing
ever since.
The following are selections from
Camels are Easy, Comedy's Hard:
"Wild Fish Ate my Flesh:" "I had
been attacked by a baitfish. At least
I had demonstrably been attacked.
When you wiped off the blood you
could see the teethmarks. What
kind of river was this, where you
weren't safe from the bait?"
"Flying Third Class:" "The problem
with coach class is it is just enough
of an ordeal to be onerous, but not
awful enough to be interesting.
What needs to be introduced is a

Blount has appeared regularly on
Prairie Home Companion and CBS
Morning News as well as guesting on
the Tonight Show, Late Night with
David Letterman, Good Morning
America and The Larry King Show .
He is contributing editor of The
Atlantic and has been a columnist
for Esquire, The New York Times,
Conde Nast's Traveller and The San
Francisco Examiner. His essays,
articles, stories, verses and even
drawings have appeared in 95
different publications.
The 50-year-old Georgian received
his bachelor's in English from
Vanderbilt University and his
master's in English from Harvard
University. He was a reporter and
columnist for Atlanta}ournal and
a part-time English instructor at
Georgia State College. From 1968 Fontbonne 16

Blount

class of flying that would pack
more people into a plane, and
in the process take us back to the
frontier hardiness. A class that is
more like going somewhere on,
say, a Namibian bus. Third-class
flight. Boarding would be a challenge: Everybody would be not only
on standby, but on push-and-shoveby; in order to enplane in third
class you'd have to be game
enough to hold your place in
line, and nimble and tenacious
enough to clamber up the chute
that you slide down at your
destination. "
"Declining Change:" "All change
is chump now. Giving it to the
homeless is a nice idea, but a while
back I proffered a disconsolatelooking woman a handful of
nickels and pennies and she said,
'Honey, you have a nice face, I hope
you have a nice day, but I can't use
these,' and handed them back. So
why don't we do away with pennies,
nickels and dimes - let merchants
round everything off to the nearest
quarter? Granted, it would mean
seeing less of Lincoln, Jefferson and
Roosevelt. "
"Soul Train:" "A black person
said to me during the last campaign,
in fact, that if the Democrats were
going to nominate a boring
technocrat wimp instead of Jesse
Jackson, then she was going to vote
for Bush. To me that's like saying
to a bakery that offers nothing but
bread, 'No, no. If you can't sell me
a pie, I'm going elsewhere and eat
chalk.'"
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Sports Wrap--up
Recently, two of Fontbonne's
women senior basketball starters
hit the 1,000-point mark of their
careers - Dena Basler, the 6-foot
center from Ursuline Academy
and S-foot-8 forward Michelle
Taormina of Nerinx Hall.
"Since I've been here, Dena is our
most improved player," said coach
Susan Konop in a recent PostDispatch interview. "She can score
and she has improved a lot in her
defense and rebounding. She gets
better rebounding position than
anyone on the team.
"Michelle is a real good inside
scorer for us. Many times she will
go up against girls S-foot-1 0, Sfoot-II or 6-foot and she can score
against those bigger people," she
continued. Taormina finished in
the top five in the conference for
scoring while Basler made the top
five for field goal percentage and
rebounds.
The women's basketball team
ended their conference 10 - 0 and
16 - 7 overall.

Marty O'Hern's first year as cross
country coach saw the team tie for
third in the conference. They
competed in a Division I meet at
University of Missouri - Columbia, a combined Division II and III
meet at Southern Illinois University - Edwardsville as well as
Principia, Westminster and
Lindenwood College Invitationals.
A shortage of numbers, the young

Dena Basler, Coach Lee McKinney and Michelle Taonnina
age of the runners and injuries
throughout the season took their toll
on the team, in its second year.
"We're hoping to build next year's
program by adding recruits to this
year's team. It should be really
successful," says O'Hern.
Men's and women's indoor and
outdoor track began on Feb. 14.
Coach O'Hern says he has some very
promising participants, including
sophomore Mary Casey for the
shotput and discus and freshman
Mark Kronk for high-jumping.

With a record of 17 - 10, the
women's volleyball team finished
their season first in the conference.
Eight of the 10 losses were to topranked teams in the nation. In
addition, they won their conference
tournament. Although they will be
losing seniors Kim Kutis and Jennifer
Baxter, next year's strong players will
include Lisa Bossi, Susie Beekman,
Kristin Chrisco and Karen Taylor.
"Our goal was to go out and make a
name for Fontbonne, and I think

we've succeeded," says coach Bob
Hebrank, who is currently seeking
strong recruits for next season.

Their first year competing in
NCAA Division III, the soccer
Griffins ended their season with an
incredible 17 -2-2, placing first in
their conference, first in their region
and fifth in the nation. They
traveled to Chicago for the first
round playoffs where they beat
Wheaton College and then to San
Diego for the second round, where
they were defeated by MacMurray
College, a team they had beaten
twice in the regular season.
Four players were named to the first
team All-Conference: seniors Rob
Otec and Jim Daerda; juniors Mike
Schulte and Jason Schicker.
"We are looking for a repeat performance next season," says coach
Scott Westbrook. "Although we'll
be losing a handful of strong players,
we'll have 13 returns and some good
recruits. Just with the talent and
experience coming back, we should
do very well," he says.
Fontbonne 17
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Westbrook
Honored as
Coach of the Year
After his team's best season ever
(17 -2- 2 and fifth in the nation),
Scott Westbrook, Fontbonne
College's soccer coach, was
named "Midwest Coach of the
Year" for N CAA Division III. The
balloting was conducted by the
NSCAA (N ational Soccer Collegiate Athletic Association) and the
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.
W estbrook, who has coached
Fontbonne's Griffins for three
seasons, exp lains his team's success
this year: "We had a deep bench
with lots of good, experienced,
hard -working players, a positive
attitude and a lot of talent. I know
we could have gone further in the
playoffs in San Diego," he says.
"We had already beaten MacMurray
twice in the regular season, it's a
shame we had to lose to them in the
playoffs, and in over-time at that."

playing professionally. Since he
always wanted to coach, he decided
to try for a position. He signed on
with Lindenwood College, where he
coached the Lions for four seasons,
two of which were spent in the
district playoffs. In 1987 he was
selected "Show-Me Conference
Coach of the Year." Then the
opportunity to work part-time as a
soccer coach and full-time as an
admission representative became
ava ilab le at Fontbonne College.
In 1989 he made his debut with the
Fontbonne Griffins, who at the time
were the reigning "Show-Me
Conference" champions.
Fontbonne's soccer program had
been in ex istence since 1983 . In his
first year, W estbrook led the
Griffins to a national ranking of 19,
the first time in Griffin history to
ever break into the top 20.
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Westbrook
Westbrook, who is an advocate of
year-round training, says, "The work
is not over when the season ends."
He keeps his players conditioned
throughout the year.
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As far as next year goes, he predicts
that although they won't beat their
record, they can make the playoffs, and maybe even win the
championship. "We'll have
good returning players and some
promising recruits," he concludes.
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A 1978 grad uate of CBC High
School, Westbrook was heav ily
recruited by college soccer powerhouses. He went on to Univers ity
of Indiana - Evansville, a Division
I team of the NCAA, where he
played all fou r year. After
graduation, he was drafted by the
Wichita Wing and played
pre-season with them. He went on
to play with the Detroit Express,
Oklahoma C ity Stampede, Tulsa
T ornad o and Milwaukee Wave. In
1983 he was named "Rookie of the
Year" for Detroit.
Knee injuries forced him from
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The Soccer Griffins pose for a team photo before heading to their first
NCAA playoff game in Chicago.
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OPENERS
Spirit of Small Boy Inspires Renowned Sculptor
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any of us don't immediately
recognize the name "Christopher
Harris" but when we hear the story,
it strikes a very sad, vaguely familiar
chord.

Torrini's
memorial to
Christopher
Harris is made
of melted gun
metal.

Christopher Harris was a 9-year-old
who was murdered last summer
when he was used as a human shield
in a drug shoot-out. The St. Louis
community mourned the child's
death, but Rudolph T orrini, artistin-residence at Fontbonne and
nationally recognized sculptor,
wanted to tum his concern into
something constructive.
Last fall St. Louis was in the process
of a gun buy-back - a program for
people to tum in their guns, no
questions asked, and receive cash in
return. The guns would be melted
down and the resulting metal would
be cast into a piece memorializing
Christopher.
"When I heard that an innocent
child's life had been snuffed out, I
knew I had to do something," says
T orrini. He called St. Louis police
chief Clarence Harmon and volunteered his time and talent to sculpt
a statue of the boy.
Finished in two months, the sculpture is 4 feet 6 inches tall and stands
on a 5-foot base. It will be dedicated in the near future, according
to Lt. Willie Taylor of the St. Louis
Police Department, although the
location has n ot been confirmed.

"It is a message of peace and h ope,
an affirmation of faith," says
Torrini. "Hopefully it will help to
heighten public awareness and help
put an end to violence," he continues. "If the project saves just one
life, it is well worth it."
T orrini is not new to this. In 1989
he was commissioned by the St.
Louis Metropolitan Police for "The
Rookie" which is located at the
Civil Courts Building. His work is
noted throughout the St. Louis area,

from the monument "Italian Immigrants" on the Hill (1972) to the
Dr. Thomas Dooley (1976) and Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. monuments
(1978) to the "Soccer Player"
(1986) at St. Louis Soccer Park.
His sculptures are also found in
other cities in the U .S. and Canada.
For more than 20 years, T orrini
served as professor and chairperson
of the department of fine arts.
Currently he teaches graduate
sculpture classes.
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To Live In a
Hearing World
by
Susan King

I

magine a world without
sound. N ever hearing your
mother's voice. Not being
able to communicate with
those around you. Never
hearing the sound of music,
your own name .. . other
children playing.
Deaf children live in a world
of their own, but through
the efforts of dedicated
professionals, they are
brought into the world of
the hearing.

Judy Dilger, senior, works with Patrick John Byrne, an 8~y ear~old first
grader, on his speech skills in front of a mirror.

Students in Fontbonne
College's Deaf Education
Program are an example of
those dedicated people.
Fontbonne offers one of the
few four~year undergraduate
deaf education programs in
the country.
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J ames Lorene Hogan, CSJ, chairperson of
the department, taught at St. Joseph's
Institute for the Deaf for 14 years. She
received her bachelor's degree in philosophy from Fontbonne College, her master's
in deaf education at Kent State and a
specialist degree in special education at
Michigan State. After taking her final
vows in 1945, her first mission was to help
the deaf.
"I had no training with the deaf, had
never seen a deaf person nor heard of St.
Joseph's Institute for the Deaf," she says.
As a result, Hogan makes sure her
students are highly knowledgeable about
the deaf.

It
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Since there is such a need for "special"
people in this field, students receive
experience early in their education to
make sure they have selected the best
career choice. "All deaf education majors
complete approximately 700 hours of work
with deaf children throughout the
program," says Hogan.
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Senior Christine Ray
reads a story to two
primary~age children.

During the sophomore year, students
spend two hours a week working with deaf
children in both academic and nonacademic settings. The deaf education

major then has the opportunity to learn to
communicate with deaf children and
determine if this is the major to pursue.
In the junior year, the student spends two
hours per week observing classroom
activities and tutoring deaf children under
the direct supervision of a certified teacher
of the deaf. This program provides a
practicum which helps students identify
strengths and weaknesses as a "tutor."
This also prepares the student for the
student teaching experience in the
senior year.
Throughout the senior year, student
teachers are required to teach one-half
day, five days per week. During the first
semester each student teacher is assigned
to teach two different grade levels with
two different cooperating teachers. Each
session lasts for six weeks. In the second
semester, the student teacher has the
opportunity to request two grade levels.
This way, no two students ever
have the same program.
"This program gives you great handson experience," says senior Tonya
Christopher. "You get to see exactly what
you will be doing once you graduate."
Upon graduation, Fontbonne students
receive dual certification in
deaf education K-12 and elementary
education 1-8 at the completion of all
requirements by the state. They also
receive national certification by the
Council on the Education of the Deaf
(CEO) Provisional/Elementary.
"I always knew I wanted to teach," says
Christine Ray, a senior in the program,
"but I wanted more. I had neighbors that
were deaf and always found them
fascinating but never considered deaf
education as a career.
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F or their practicums, students at
Fontbonne are lucky to be near one of the
world's most widely recognized facilities for
teaching the hearing-impaired to speak.
St. joseph's Institute For the Deaf,
celebrating its 105th year in 1993 , has
over 100 students - infants to eighth
graders - fro m all over the world. Nearly
half are boarders in the dormitories located
behind the school.

]ames Lorene Hogan ,
CS], chairperson of
Fontbonne' s Deaf
Education Department
(standing) , talks with
senior Sharon Elfrink
(left) and Meena
Sripal, a 9-year-old
fourth grade student
from India .

"My first impress ion of deaf children was
not at all what I thought," says senior
Angie Yust. "I remember thinking h ow
quiet St. joseph's would be. W ow, was I
wrong!" she exclaims. "The children
constantly amaze me with their questions
and comments about the world around
them.
"While working at Burger King throughout high school, I began talking with a
regular customer who was an interpreter
for the deaf. He talked me into taking a
sign language class at the community
college but I soon realized that I wanted to
do more than talk for someone else.
"My community college teacher to ld me
the place to go to ge t a fantastic degree in
deaf education was Fontbonne College. "

It is a known fact that one of the best
reasons to attend Fontbonne is its excellent teacher-student ratio. "This program
has small classes with personalized attention by the faculty," says Hogan.
And Fontbonne's faculty is top-notch.
Hav ing completed at least 10 years of
teaching experience with the deaf, all
faculty members have both the academic
preparation and the prac tical experience
necessary to prepare students to become
teachers of the deaf. All faculty members
are fully certified by the state of Missouri
and by the Council for the Education of
the Deaf.
Fontbonne 22

"The children are curious and bright and I
am awed by their determination to succeed," Yust says. "I get great satisfaction
out of knowing that I played a part in
helping them grow and achieve. "

D eaf students at St. joseph's begin their
schooling as early as 3 months old. "When
students start this early it is to train
parents communication skills with the
deaf," says H ogan . "Generally,
students take 12 years of schooling to

Senior Angie Yust
works with 5 and 6year -old children on
their vocabulary.
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Barbara Meyers '72
teaches the primary
. children about foot~
ball.

complete the
eighth grade."
Parents are
continuously
involved in
the learning
process.
"I was amazed
to discover
that 3 and 4~
year~old deaf
children are
able to go to
school for a
full day, five days a week,"
says senior Sharon Elfrink. "I was surprised
to see how well the children communicate
and act as interpreters for each other when
hearing people don't understand.
It was difficult for me in my sophomore
year to understand deaf children, but with
practice, I now have no trouble."

"It is difficult to teach a deaf child to
communicate," Hogan says. "Unlike
hearing children, a deaf child must learn
even the most basic things at school
because they cannot learn them at home."

on

"In teaching speech to deaf children, I was
overwhelmed by the amount of technical
information one needs in order to teach a
single consonant or vowel," says senior
Judy Dilger, a non~traditional student who
returned to get her degree when her
youngest child was 10 years old. "The
knowledge needed to work on the aspects
of teaching speech such as pitch, duration
and phrasing is just as overwhelming. It is
amazing to learn that deaf children can
talk!"
"Our goal is to fit deaf students into
society," explains Hogan. "The graduates
go to a hearing high school, graduate and
go on to college just like hearing
children." The Institute's statistics are
outstanding. Ninety-nine percent of

students graduate to hearing high schools;
89 percent enter college; and over 70
percent advance to professional careers.
Fontbonne alum, Barbara Meyers '72,
remembers a student she tutored many
years ago who has since become a lawyer
in Washington, D.C. "This student, who
was from South Carolina, found living in
the residence halls at St. Joseph's very
difficult," she recalls. "He went to live at
the home of a teacher at St. Joseph's for six
years. After graduating from St. Joe's, he
attended Chaminade and served as vice
president of his senior class. He is an
incredible person," she concludes.

T he success at St. Joseph's is attributed
to the fact that students are taught to use

what hearing they have. Students are
fitted with hearing aids immediately. "In
the 14 years I taught, there were only two
students who heard nothing," says Hogan.
Each child is equipped in class with a
sophisticated "hearing aid" which allows
him or her to hear longer distances than
with normal aids. A telecoil is plugged
into a comtech (frequency modulated
system). The teacher wears the transmitter and the student the receiver. Each
classroom teacher has a different crystal or
channel, so as not to mix frequencies.
Children wear a microphone that amplifies
Fontbonne 23

their voices so the
others in class can
hear.
Some children with
extremely profound
hearing loss wear a
tactaid - a band
fitted around the
chest of the student.
Sensors pick up low
and high frequency
sounds which are
felt by the child in
vibrations which
signal a sound.
High frequencies are
felt on one side, low
frequencies on the
other.

Senior Tanya
Christopher (standing) videotapes the 6
and 7-year -old children practicing their
flashcard words with
Mary Lee Walter
'68.

For the profoundly
deaf student, St.
Joseph's has been
innovative in the
use of the cochlear
implant. In fact, it is one of only 10
schools in the country whose teachers are
trained to work with cochlear implant
students. Recently approved for children
by the FDA, the cochlear implant is
designed for children who have not been
successful users of the more traditional
hearing aids. St. Joseph's boasts the largest
number of cochlear implants in one place
with 23 implant students.
The device has 22 electrodes which are
threaded through the mastoid bone behind
the ear into the cochlea, the hearing part
of the inner ear. Tiny nerves are shocked
along the cochlea, signaling the brain that
sound is being made. The child wears an
external microphone connected to a
transistor radio-size box, called a speech
processor. Each child's processor is mapped
differently. Individualized auditory
training lessons are identified for each
student.
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"This not only improves their use of
residual hearing but improves their speech
and communication skills," says Roseann
Seibert, CSJ, St. Joseph's authority on
cochlear implants, who studied the device
at House Ear Institute in Los Angeles for
one year. The implant costs approximately
$30,000 to $40,000.

F

ontbonne has been instrumental in
producing some of the most outstanding
deaf education graduates in the area and
Meyers is no exception. She remembers
her first days at Fontbonne, "Being from a
Jewish background, Fontbonne was my first
experience with the Sisters, but from the
first minute I set foot on the campus, I felt
like this is where I wanted to be.
"I had wanted to teach the deaf since I was
in fifth grade," she says. "As a Girl Scout,
I met some students from St. Joseph's
Institute and was intrigued by the way they
could communicate with us right away."
After graduation, Meyers taught in the
special school district for two years before
staying home to raise her children. "When
I decided to go back to work, I wanted to
teach at St. Joseph's even if I had to do it
for free," she recalls. "I justed wanted to
be there.
"It is such a family atmosphere and
everyone cares about you and helps out.
We are like substitute parents for the
children who live on campus.
"The diversity of students at St. Joe's is
intriguing. There is a great respect for the
mixture of nationalities and religions of
the children that come from all over the
world.
"I've been teaching primary students since
February of 1981," she says. "And I want
to keep doing it as long as my knees
bend." FCM
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Hippos, Squid, Sharks
and FrogsIt's All in a Day's Work
for St. Louis
Sculptor
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hippopotamuses is not something
alumnus Bob Cassilly does every
day, but almost. Cassilly, a St.
Louis sculptor, is in the process of
creating a family of fiberglass
hippopotamuses for a fountain in
New York City's Riverside Park.
"They are interesting creatures,"
he says.
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These days it seems as though Cassilly finds many
animals and insects interesting since they seem to be
the focus of several of his latest works. His creations
include the fiberglass animals suspended from the
ceiling inside the Living World at the St. Louis Zoo and
the large rock adorned with tiny bronze amphibians and
reptiles at its entrance as well as the figures in Marlin
Perkins Memorial Plaza.

Bob Cassilly
finishes his
fiberglass hippo
that will
become part of
a fountain in
New York .
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N ot only has Cassilly made a name for himself throughout the St. Louis community, his is an important name
in the history of Fontbonne. As the first male graduate
of the fine arts program, he has led the way for others
and helped open the College to male students.
Cassilly discovered his talent at an early age. "As a
child I enjoyed woodcarving and constructing model
ships," he explains. "I was interested in building things,
and that is where I directed my energy." Originally he
began attending the Cleveland Institute of Art on a
scholarship. A year later he gave it up to transfer to
Fontbonne. Key to this decision was the fact that
Rudolph T orrini was chairperson of the art department
at the time. Since Cassilly was 14 years old, he was an
apprentice to T orrini and worked for him after school
and during the summers. "He was my guiding influence
through my younger years," says Cassilly.
Torrini, who is currently artist-in-residence at
Fontbonne, says , "Bob was my helper, apprentice,
student and now colleague. We're still very close."
After graduat ing from Fontbonne in 1972, Cassilly

c

se

moved to the city and bought his first house to
renovate. It was a time when Lafayette Square was
an area of abandoned, burned out buildings. Bob
purchased a few dozen old, dilapidated homes, restored
them, then sold them. He was instrumental in the
comeback of Lafayette Square, now a thriving
neighborhood. Through a variety of historic
neighborhood restoration projects that he took on over
the years, Bob realized that he was very interested (and
very talented) in sculptural architecture and its
functional uses. "Architecture to me is a combination
of art and construction," he says.
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From this idea sprang the principle for the company
Cassilly & Cassilly, Inc., a creative firm specializing in
architectural sculpture. With his wife, Gail Soliwoda
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Stone creatures decorate
the courtyard of the
Cassilly's home.
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Cassilly's fiberglass
squid floats above
visitors at the Zoo's
Living World.
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Cassilly, also an alum and sculptor, they create and cast
some of the most notable pieces in St. Louis.
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The Cassillys employ approximately seven assistants,
including Kurt Knickmeyer, another Fontbonne alum,
who has been with the Cassillys since graduating in
1983. His father, Henry Knickmeyer, professor of art at
Fontbonne for over 20 years, is a longtime friend of the
Cassillys (they even have adjoining farms in Cedar Hill,
Mo., where Bob has a studio that overlooks a lake.) "I
started in sculpture at about the same time that Bob
did," says the elder Knickmeyer, "so I knew him more as
a peer than a student."
In 1983 the Cassillys began their business in the basement of their home. Now housed on Lafayette Street,
the shop is easily recognized by the giant praying mantis
perched on the roof, seemingly hunting for unsuspecting
victims on the street. Meanwhile, a stone frog stands
guard outside the front entrance. Inside gargoyles,
primitive-looking women and assorted creatures
abound.
Cassilly & Cassilly has also designed the terra cotta
planters that decorate the streets of the city of St. Louis
and has been highly involved in the historic restorations on Washington Avenue. Recently they restored
one of the stations of the cross in Doerr Chapel at
Fontbonne and are currently working on commissions
for Busch Gardens and Sea World.
"He has become very successful in his area," acknowledges T orrini. "He's very strong, energetic and so
powerful he doesn't know his own strength. He's done

some very interesting and significant works in the city."
While Bob is mostly involved with the commercial
aspect of the business, Gail devotes much of her time to
more personal art. According to Bob, the major difference in their work is that "he does outdoor, and she
does indoor. She's the artist; I do more commercial
stuff." Bob says he prefers to work in fiberglass, bronze
and concrete with his most personal works being his
stone carvings, although, he admits, "they aren't commercially successful."

In addition to being the first male fine arts graduate,
Bob, together with Gail, holds another first - "We are
the first married graduates of Fontbonne," he says. They
met in the sculpting program, but after graduation, went
their separate directions. Years later they met again and

The St. Louis Zoo's
Living World
showcases many of
Cassilly &
Cassilly's works.
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in 1982, they began work on their present house in
Lafayette Square. Together, the Cassilly's converted
the former Caroline Mission into a family home that
effectively showcases their art while combining living
space with a private studio. In the beginning, both Bob
and Gail worked from their home, but soon their
business outgrew it. Now Gail uses the bright studio as
her workplace and showroom. This arrangement also
allows her to spend time with their children Max, 6,
and Daisy, 2.
After receiving her undergraduate degree in 1973, Gail
traveled to Africa. She returned to Fontbonne to begin
work on her master's of fine arts degree as well as a
teaching assistantship. At the same time, Bob was back
working toward his graduate degree. The two began
dating and married in 1983. For seven years Gail taught
sculpture at John Burroughs in addition to teaching
some summer art classes at Fontbonne.
Gail says she is into figurative art, while her husband is
into animals. Classically trained, her main influences
have been 20th century Italian sculptors. "The quality
of my work has improved 100 percent over the years,"
she says. "My direction is more steady and clear and I
have developed my own style, which is more consistent,
convincing and definitive." Her sculpture was recently
exhibited in Fontbonne's Library Gallery.
Travel has also contributed to their works. About 10
years ago the Cassillys took a three month, round-theworld trip that covered various exotic locales. Separately, each has traveled extensively. Bob spent a year
in Hawaii doing woodcarvings; Gail spent three years in
Africa teaching art at a secondary school in Malawi.
Remnants of these cultures seem to find their way into
their sculptures.

Gargoyles inhabit the Cassilly's shop on Lafayette
Street .
Fontbonne 28

Gail Cassilly
poses with one of
her recent works
in her home
studio.
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The Cassillys have worked together on many projects,
especially in the early years of their company when Bob
sculptured and Gail painted the pieces. "Sometimes I
help Bob finish his work, but usually I do my own
thing," Gail says. "I never work for any particular goals,
I simply enjoy working, and since I work out of my
home, I have a fairly flexible schedule," she says.

fin
as:
the

Na
Lo
dr,
ph
pai

Bo
Cassilly & Cassilly has definitely proven itself as a
viable force in the St. Louis art community. The future
is a bright one. But Bob says they will play it by ear. "I
never think ahead, I wait to see what comes along." So
far, he isn't counting on his children joining the
business, "I hope they will grow up and become
accountants," he laughs. FCM

It's been twenty years since Fontbonne College opened
its doors (and hearts) to male students. For some, it's
hard to even imagine a time when men were not part of
Fontbonne. But, remember when ...
·:·there were few men's bathrooms and no
male residence halls?
·:·the music and theatre departments had to
"import" men for their productions?
·:·there were no male social clubs or athletic
teams?
·:·there was no "educational distraction"
between the sexes?
·:·the sight of a male student on campus was
almost an oddity?
·:·there was a new perspective?
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Foreign Alumnus Shares Fontbonne and u.S. Experience

F

ontbonne alums are making
their mark in other parts of the
world. Our foreign students
return to their home countries and
share the knowledge they learned at
Fontbonne. Cheng-Hsien Lo
(Robert Lo) is a prime example.
Lo, a 1989 graduate of Fontbonne
with master's degrees in arts' and
fine arts, is back in Taipei working
as a full-time associate professor in
the department of fine arts at the
National Taiwan Academy of Arts.
Lo studied oil painting, charcoal
drawing, printmaking and photography at Fontbonne to improve his
painting techniques.
Born in the farming village of Yunlin in 1946, Lo spent his childhood
on the hills in southern Taiwan. In
1967 he earned his bachelor's
degree from the department of fine

ChengHsien La
(Robert La)

arts, National Taiwan Academy of
Arts. Many of his early works are
dedicated to the landscape of his
childhood. Since then, he has
traveled the world to broaden his
knowledge, widen his experience
and enrich his art.
He has participated in many
exhibitions in Taiwan, Canada,
Dominica, Malaysia, Belgium,
South Africa, U.S.A., France,
Korea, Hong Kong, Luxembourg,
Saudi Arabia and Singapore. While

in the States, Lo had a personal
works exhibition at Fontbonne
College, Washington University,
Lee University in Virginia and St.
John's University in New York. He
was employed as an exchange
professor and artist-in-residence at
Washington University and Lee
University in 1987.
His most recent exhibitions
included the National Gallery of
the National Museum of History
and the Taipei County Cultural
Center and Taiwan City Cultural
Center.
He also serves as director of the
Chinese Painter's Association and is
a member of the following: Art
Commission of the Chinese Art
Education Association; Chinese
Fine Arts Association; Chinese
Writers and Artists Association;
Yi-Tsai Painting Gallery; and
general executive ofKuo Feng
Calligraphy and Painting
Club.
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interpretation
of
Niagara Falls.

Lo is the father of two daughters.
He donated two full-color booklets
of his works from his Taiwan
exhibits to Fontbonne's Library for
those interested in seeing more of
his art.
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Sneak Preview
Fontbonne Homecoming/Reunion Weekend
October 3 and 4, 1992
"Step Back in Time"
Annual Events
(Oct. 3)
Class Reunions
(Oct. 2, 3 and 4)

Soccer Game
Eucharistic Liturgy
Reception and Buffet

50~year

reunion for class of '42
reunion for class of '67
reunions for classes ending in "2" or "7"
(Volunteers to help plan these reunions
should call Betty Davidson, director of
alumni relations, at 889~ 1403.)
25~year

Nostalgia Event
(Oct. 3)
Highlights will include * Lunch - A taste of St. Louis, then and now
* A visit with former Fontbonne faculty
* Entertainment - All Fontbonne talent
* Nostalgia Fashion Show - The well-dressed Fontbonne student '27-'92
* Reminiscing through photographs
* A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity - Take home a PIECE OF FONTBONNE
Search for treasures in your attic, basement
or closet from your days at
Fontbonne tank suits, swimsuits, uniforms
(gym, team, etc.), sportswear, costumes,
school clothes, Father-Daughter
Dinner dresses, Prom dresses,
photos, movies, memorabilia from theatre
productions, clubs, College Days, sports,
Big-Little Sister Parties, dances, etc.
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AND

Call Barbara Hollenbeck (965-1934)
or Nancy Simon (961-0096) and suggest how
you would like to be a part of Nostalgia Day.
God has blessed Fontbonne alums with varied
talents. Please share your gift for
this historic event.
Compose, sing, dance, coordinate fashions,
write, narrate, model, decorate, compile
pictures, "spread the word," provide
memorabilia, etc.

ALUMNI

Homecoming Preview
Pick up "A Piece Of The Rock"
When the wreckers' ball hit the old Car in December, dozens of campus nostalgia buffs
scoured the rubble for chunks of the Missouri red granite that typifies Fontbonne's original
buildings. There weren't many to be found, because most of the massive blocks had been
hauled away to be preserved.
Some will return when construction of the new Student Activity Center is complete next
fall and will take the form of planters, benches and other architectural "detailing." But a few
have been singled out by the Fontbonne Alumni Campaign Committee to be transformed
into souvenirs of bygone days.
Committee co-chairs Barbara Gutting Hollenbeck '61 and Nancy Gund Simon '65 have
arranged for a few of the blocks to be processed into fist-size pieces which will be decorated
with a raised replica of the Fontbonne College seal.
Orders will be taken later in the spring as soon as the committee knows exactly how many of
these unique mementos will be available. A limited number, probably not more than 10
percent of the total, will be further customized with a plate bearing the name or initials and
class year of their purchasers.
Call them mementos or memorabilia, collectibles or keepsakes. Whatever you choose to call
them, make sure you reserve your very own "piece of the rock."
Alumni are urged to watch for order blanks in the mail and in the next Fontbonne Magazine.

The New Student Activity Center May be
Ready for Homecoming/Reunion Events
y.

ed

Some of the Homecoming/Reunion events will be held in the new Student
Activity Center, depending on the construction schedule. Get out your
hard hats! Using the Center for the first time makes the 1992 events
extraordinary and is a "Step into the Future."

(More details will appear in the next Fontbonne Magazine and in the
Homecoming/Reunion flyer to be mailed in late August.)
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"Valuing Our Diversity in Education"
Program Proves Thought Provoking
Educators and alumni from the St. Louis area joined together on
Thursday, Nov. 14, 1991 at Fontbonne to value the diversity of students.
Mary Joan Woods '68 and Barbara Gutting Hollenbeck '61 served as alumni
volunteers.
The panel of speakers included: Reverend Paul C. Reinert, S.J., chancellor
emeritus of Saint Louis University and co-chair of Confluence St. Louis'
Valuing Our Diversity Implementation Committee, which sponsored the
Fordyce Two Leadership Summit; Kathleen McGinnis, Institute for Peace
and Justice; Ronald Jackson, regional director for the National Conference
of Christians and Jews; Betty Porter Walls, administrator of Equity
Programs, Special School District of St. Louis County; and moderator Betty
Davidson, Ph.D., director of alumni relations at Fontbonne College.
Educators gathered at Fontbonne College to review the accomplishments of
St. Louis leaders who participated in the Fordyce Two Leadership Summit
and they raised teacher awareness on the value of cultural, racial, physical
and sex-type diversity.
Area educators left with a feeling of purpose, concern, goodwill and the
commitment to value the diversity of our students (minorities, women and
all special groups).

From left to right - Ronaldlackson, Kathleen McGinnis, Betty Porter
Walls, Rev. Paul C . Reinert, S.]. and Betty Davidson at the podium.
Photo by Richard C. Finke, freelance photographer
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Deaths
The Fontbonne College Alumni
Association expresses sympathy to
the families of the following alumni
who died: Lenadore Bass Sommers
'28, Mary A. Brennan '32,
Kathryn Delaney Harleman '32,
Helen McDermott Schwartz '33,
Martha Redmond Farren '36,
Mary Placide Regan C.S.J. '45,
Mary Irma Ryan C.S.J. '46, Mary
Long '47, Mary Aelred Knittel
c.P.P.S. '48, Joyce Higgins Wood
'52, Loretta Marie Smith, C.S.J.
'53, Sheila Webb '57, Judith Marie
Fellner Bogan '64 and Susan
Hillier ' 75.
The Alumni Association also
expresses sympathy to the following
alumni on the death of an
immediate relative: Marjorie
Whalen McAndrew '32 (husband),
Catherine Knaapen Hurd '39
(husband), Margaret Shelton Flood
'47 (husband), Joann Petty Gross
'58 (brother, John), Rosemary
Noser Pickle '61 and Kathleen
Noser Niemeyer '62 (father),
Elizabeth Coerver '63 and
Margaret Coerver Burk '69
(mother), Kathleen Hiltner
Kosovich '63 (father), Mary Jon
Hentrich Girard '68 (son, John),
Sue Ludwig Kruep '70 (brother,
John) and Carole Kaufmann Lasky
'85, '91, '92 (father).
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Dillard's Hosted Fontbonne Alumni
Benefit Breakfast and Fashion Show

T

he 16th Annual Fashion Show, sponsored by the Fontbonne College
Alumni Association, took place Saturday, March 21. This year's event,
hosted by Dillard's Department Stores, included a benefit breakfast.

Held in the Dillard's Garden Room at the St. Louis Galleria, the show
featured models by Dillard's, fashions by Pendleton and breakfast by Mid~
west Living Magazine. Drawings were held for a three-piece Pendleton suit
as well as other gifts from Pendleton and Midwest Living Magazine.
The event was chaired by Jane Mitchellette Hanneken '52 and Anne
Sullivan Williams '65. Many thanks to Dillard's, Pendleton and Midwest
Living Magazine for their generous contribution to Fontbonne. It was a
great success!
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Alumni Happy
Hour Planned at
Springfest '92

T

he Arnold Memorial Center
will be the site of the Alumni
Springfest Happy Hour for recent
alums, graduates in the last 10 years
or master's degree graduates in the
last five years, on April 24 from 6
to 8 p.m. The cost is $5 per person.
Snacks are included and a cash bar
will be available. Afterwards, alums
may attend the theatre production,
Nunsense at 8 p.m. or the Springfest
Dance. Chairs Nancy Linhoff '89
and Margaret Hempen '88 promise a
great Springfest night!

We'll Publish Your News!
Dear Alumni and Parents:
If the address shown on the Fontbonne College Magazine label has changed, please send us the label along with the
new information. We want to hear your news! All submissions to Alumni Notes are edited for style and brevity.
Send your information to the Alumni Office, Fontbonne College, 6800 Wydown Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63105.
Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Classyear{s) _______________________________________________________________________
Address
City, State, Zip Code
Home and Business Phone _______________________________________________________________
Your news item

Please continue on a separate sheet if needed. Because of space and deadline constraints, some Alumni Notes
already submitted will appear in the next issue. Thank you for your news.
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Affordable Holiday
Auction is Success
Despite Weather
DesPite the cold and ice, a
warm feeling was shared by all who
attended the Affordable Holiday
Auction on Nov. 7, 1991. Thanks
to the efforts of the alumni committee - Jeanne Dulle Moore '8 1,
Joanne Poelker Loftus '72, Joyce
Sudhoff '79, Judy Willard '81 and
Mary Lou Lenkman '64 - a great
time was had by all.

Great Turn Out at
Alumni Children's
Theatre Party

T

he Alumni Association
sponsored the Fontbonne Children's
Theatre Party on Nov. 23, 1991 at
1 p.m. The 200 children and alums
enjoyed the production and party.
Our thanks to Sue McGuire Geile
'70 and Joanne Arnold Strathearn
'71 for their great organization.
The Fontbonne College fine arts
department did a superb job in
presenting Treasure Island.

Alumni Notes
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1930s

1960s

Virginia Moltaz '37 and her
husband, Clarence, celebrated their
golden wedding mass at St. Joseph's
Church in Clayton.

Wendy Bauers Northup '63 is
chairperson of the Richmond
Domestic Violence Coordinating
Committee and speaks out on the
issues of violence and war. She
lectures frequently on the peaceful
methods of solving conflicts.

Joy Locke Bauers '39 has drawn up
a living will to offer peace of mind
to her children.

1940s
Marie Charles Buford, C.S.J. '46,
Fontbonne trustee, is the Executive
Director of the Carondelet Community Betterment Federation. She
was recently featured in the Old
Newsboy's Edition of the Suburban
Journals.
Rose Louise Wright, C.S.J. '48,
was featured in the St. Louis PostDispatch Magazine along with Sandy
Schmid, C.S.J.

1950s
Jane Michellette Hanneken '52
directs a unique summer program for
children in the St. Louis area with
learning disabilities, behavior
problems and attention deficit
disorders.
Margaret Rayhawk '58 is the
senior research assoc iate at the
AIDS Policy Center Intergovernmental Health Policy Projects at
The George Washington University, W ashington , D.C.

Fontbonne 34

if

Phillis Goedert Wilson '65 is
currently head of Children's Services at the Niles Public Library
District in Niles, Ill.
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Julie Iwersen-Niemann '68
recently gave a speech entitled
"Economic Forecasts" at a seminar
for Effective Competitive Managers
at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in
Clayton.
Kathleen McGinley '69
received her doctorate in special
education law and policy from the
University of Kansas in 1987. She
is currently the assistant director of
the governmental affairs office of
the Association for Retarded
Citizens of the U.S. in Washington,
D.C.
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Arlene Skrob Seymour '69 and her
husband, Ron, celebrated the birth
of a son, Preston Thomas, in
November 1991.
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Ann Manganello Faitz '73 joined
the law firm of Chisenhall, Nestrud
and Julian in February as an
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associate specializing in environmental law. She will also present a
seminar in Little Rock, Ark., for
the National Business Institute
concerning environmental
liability and she will speak for
the Arkansas Bar Association's
annual environmental law seminar
in April.
Barbara Sallwasser Ridenhour '73
and Lorene Singleton Edwards '74
presented a cooking program on
KMOV-TV on Dec. 2,1991 entitled
"Everybody Cooks."
Betty Miller Amelotti '77, member
of the executive alumni board, is
expecting a baby.
Ann Feld '77 is director of
management information systems
for Primo Foods Limited, a division
of Pet Inc., in Toronto, Ontario,
Canada.
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1980s

dent for the Carondelet Health
System. This is the central office
for 13 hospitals throughout the
United States, sponsored by the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet.
Ann Bradford Rhomberg '87 with
her husband, Gregory, announce
the birth of their second daughter,
Valerie Elizabeth, on Dec. 3, 1991.
Moira Pons Byrd '87, member of
the executive alumni board, is
expecting a baby.
Marion Hanley '88 and Michael
Hurley announce their engagement.
The wedding is planned for April
1992.

1990s
Cindy Steele '90 is an independent
consultant working with individuals
who have developmental
disabilities.

Marie Boykin '80 is the spokeswoman for St. Louis Mayor Vince
Schoemehl.

Chris Angeli '90 photographed the
Blackfeet tribe to record on film
their ceremonies for the transfer of
remains from the Field Museum in
Chicago.

Gil Williams '84 has opened a shop
in the Central West End called
MacroSun Imports which features
artwork, crafts, perfumes, fashions
and jewelry from the Himalayas,
Asia and around the world.

Kathy 1. Gouwens '91 is currently
working as an evening announcer
for radio station KZNN 105.3 FM in
Rolla, Mo.

Sharon Schmidtke '86 and her
husband, John, proudly announce
the arrival of their third son,
Nathaniel David, on Nov. 19, 1991.
Harry J. Whitney MBA '86 has
been named executive vice presi-

William Rutledge '91 is running for
Jefferson County Sheriff.
Anne Sheahan '91 appeared in
"Last Days at the Dixie Girl Cafe"
presented by the Meramec Theatre
Department.

Sharon Hansen MFA '91, set up a
new studio in St. Louis last spring.
She has won numerous awards in
local art competitions and has had
her work accepted by noted artist
Philip Pearlstein for the "Art in the
Woods" exhibition in Kansas City.
Other accomplishments include the
prestigious first place Rose Rennard
Prize, the Herb Rose Prize (both
from the St. Louis Artists' Guild)
and a Garrett Gallery watercolor
award. Hansen's work has been
accepted in many juried exhibitions
through the St. Louis Artists' Guild,
St. Louis Women's Caucus for Art
and Art St. Louis. She has also had
her art displayed at the Loretto
Hilton Repertory Theater in
Webster Groves. In August,
Hansen participated in a two-person
exhibit at the Y.W.C.A Women's
Resource Center in Clayton.
Recently, Hansen's exhibit "Diversity; Visions of Dualism" was
featured in Fontbonne's Library
Gallery.

National Alumni
Groups Forming
Alums in the Appleton, Wis.,
area are invited to join a special
alumni group. If you are interested
in joining please send a note to
Joanne M. De Groot '56, 1818 E.
Frances Street; Appleton, Wis.
54911-3345 .

** Any alums who would like to
organize a special alum group should
contact the Alumni Office at
(314) 889-1403 .
Fontbonne 35

Fontbonne College
6800 Wydown Boulevard
St. Louis, Missouri 63105

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
St. Louis, Missouri
Permit No. 1768

Address Correction Requested

Spring 1992

